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SUMMARY:
Mr. Baumhart has been a practicing attorney and member of the State Bar of Michigan since 1970.  His background includes corporate law department practice management, private practice in employment/labor, commercial, product liability and negligence litigation; and more recently, a concentration in alternative dispute resolution.  Mr. Baumhart has had multiple jury trials, and has extensive experience counseling clients in various employment and business-related matters; he is immediate past Director of the Michigan Court of Appeals Settlement Office, which provided alternative dispute resolution/facilitative mediation in civil matters on appeal.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:
February, 1998 to August, 2009
Michigan Court of Appeals





Director, Settlement Office





3020 W. Grand Boulevard




Suite 14-300





Detroit, Michigan 48202-6020

Director, Settlement Office, 2001 to present: duties and responsibilities included management and assessment of Settlement Office performance; selection of civil appeals appropriate for facilitative mediation process; conducting mediations in wide range of civil appeals, including employment, contract, negligence, product liability, auto negligence, medical/legal malpractice, insurance, real estate and probate matters.  Developed and supervised adjunct Domestic Relations Settlement Program utilizing volunteer case screeners and facilitators and a complex case program utilizing volunteer Circuit Court judges.
Settlement Counsel, 1998 to 2001: conducting settlement conferences utilizing the facilitative mediation process for civil appeals.

2003 – ICLE ADR general civil mediation training (40 hours) with certification

1998 – NOVA Southeastern University civil mediation training (40 hours) with certification

1992 to 1998



Clark Hill P.L.C.






Birmingham, Michigan 48009

Practice included: defense litigation in employment law, product liability and negligence matters; general litigation in commercial/business and contract matters; advice, counsel, litigation and arbitration in school law and related matters.  Presentations related to labor/employment law and school law.





Member - Labor and Employment Law Practice Group.

1987 to 1992



Mosher, Vondale, Gierak & Baumhart






Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304

Partner; practice included: defense litigation in employment law, product liability and negligence matters; general litigation in commercial/business and contract, and probate matters; litigation and arbitration in school law and related matters.  Presentations related to labor/employment law and school law.
1981 to 1987



May, Gowing & Simpson





Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304

Partner; practice included: general corporate, litigation in commercial/business and contract matters with emphasis in product liability and negligence defense and in health care matters.

1978 to 1981



Burroughs Corporation






Detroit, Michigan 48232

Managing Attorney: June, 1980 - January, 1981





Senior Staff Attorney: October, 1978 - June, 1980

Responsibilities and assignments in Litigation, Contract and Corporate Legal Activity sections: supervision, review, evaluation and preparation of potential and current product litigation nationwide (discovery, trial and appellate); preparation, negotiation and supervision of contracts and customer relations.

1975 to 1978



Hardig, Goetz, Heath & Baumhart





Birmingham, Michigan 48011

Partner; practice included: litigation including commercial/
business, negligence, and domestic relations matters.

1972 to 1975



Denison, Devine, Porter & Bartush






Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48302

Associate; practice included: litigation in product liability, negligence, medical malpractice, probate, business, domestic relations, criminal defense and real estate.

1970 to 1972



Assistant Prosecuting Attorney






Oakland County, Michigan

Responsibilities included: District and Circuit Court trials (including all misdemeanor and felony level charges) discretion to issue warrants for all criminal offenses; Grand Jury presentation; Certificate of Merit (1972).

EDUCATION:



Vanderbilt University School of Law, 






Nashville, Tennessee






Olivet College, Olivet, Michigan






B.A., 1966 (Dean’s List)





Major: History

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS -

MEMBERSHIPS AND ACTIVITIES:




State Bar of Michigan, 1970 – Present






Member, Alternative Dispute Resolution Section & Council (2002 to present); Executive Committee (2008-present)

Member: Labor and Employment Law Section, Negligence Section






Representative Assembly (1977 - 1979)






Chairman: Committee on District Courts (1977 - 1978)





Oakland County Bar Association, 1972 – 1998; 2009 - Present





Member: Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee






(2009 – Present)






Member: Circuit Court Mediation Committee






(1994 - 1998)






Member: Legislative Liaison Committee






(1983 - 1984)






Chairman: State Bar Liaison Committee






(1983 - 1984)






Chairman: Publicity and Public Relations Committee






(1977 - 1978)






Chairman: Continuing Legal Education Committee






(1976 - 1977)






Chairman: District Court Committee






(1974 - 1976)

Member: Association for Conflict Resolution, Southeast Michigan (2009 – Present)






Case Evaluator: Oakland County Circuit Court, 1981 - 1998





Attorney Discipline Board Panel Member, 1984 - Present





Michigan Council of School Attorneys, 1992 - 1998





Michigan Defense Trial Counsel, 1974 - 1995





Judicial Selection Committee, Oakland County






Republican Committee, 1990





Instructor: Litigation & Trial Techniques/ Legal Assistants





         Program, Spring 1988, Henry Ford Community College





Institute of Continuing Legal Education,






Oakland County Bar Representative, 2-year term,






(1977 - 1979)





Member: Advisory Board - Legal Assistants Program,





Oakland University Continuing Education Division






(1976-1978)





National District Attorneys Association, 1972

COMMUNITY SERVICE AND CIVIC
ORGANIZATIONS - MEMBERSHIPS
AND ACTIVITIES:




Ronald McDonald Children’s Charities of Southeastern






Michigan, Board & Grant Committee Member: 1991-2006; 





Bloomfield Hills Rotary, Member: 1992-1996; Program






Director (1993-1995); Board of Directors (1994-1995)





Oakland County Historical Commission, Member: 1985 -





     
1993; Chairperson (1992), Vice Chairperson (1990-1991)





Michigan Loon Preservation Association,






Founder, Member - Board of Directors (1987-1991)





Oakland Parks Foundation, Member - Board of Trustees






Executive Committee (1984 - 1988)






Chairman: Publicity and Public Relations Committee






(1986-1987)





St. Joseph Mercy Hospital, Member – Development Committee: 1980-1985; Special Assistant to Development (1983-1985); Chairman, Planned Giving Committee (1981-1983)





Oakland County Area Council, Big Brothers/Big Sisters;






Chairman (1978-1980); Vice Chairman (1977-1978)





Detroit Institute of Arts, Member: Executive Board,






Junior Council (1977-1978)





Vanderbilt University Club of Detroit, President (1982-1986)

